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As tensions increased
during the Indian Wars
of the 1870s, Fort Union
was vital in supplying the
“us Armyand protecting
settlersin the expanding
American Southwest.
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Grass has quietly grown over the worn frontier trail. ~ While you won’t hear the clang of the blacksmith’s hammer & was home to Texans, Mexicans, Spaniards, Jicarilla Apache, The Americans brought goods, money, domesticated animals,
Rires-nolonger-erackle inthe officers-hearths, and— magine how the children Pueblo, Ute, Comanche, Great Plains hunters, and others whose _a new language, technology, thei 1re, and their beliefs, B

¥ of Fort Union once laughed and played here, how settlers footpaths scored the earth for generations. From their journeys  opportunities for cultural exchange at the crossroads tended to
ancient hunting cries trailed off long ago. What’s applauded safe passage through inhospitable territory,and how  a valuable trade route—the Santa Fe Trail—left its historic mark.  meld into social misunderstanding, resentment, and war. Today,
left of Fort Union are the hushed remnants of three  buglers called to prepare Union troops for a decisive Civil War Traders and settlers from the eastern United States traveled the ~ Fort Union National Monument gives an enduring voice to the
battle. Long before the American flag flew overhead, this land trail in great numbers; their wagon trains rutted the land so struggles, triumphs, and complexities of frontier life for the many

deeply you can still see the impressions. people of a changing Southwest.

forts—and many telling scars on the landscape.

warriors and attack an Anglo  SECOND FORT (1861-62) Volunteers train at Fort Fort Union supplies
; 1 settlement in Colorado. To defend the US during the  Union under the command troops and large amounts
When the Mexican-American War ended and Civil War, Fort Union soldiers  of Lt. Kit Carson and Ceran of ammunition for the Red
the US acquired the New Mexico Territory, Col. Thomas T. and New Mexico regiments St. Vrain. River War against American
Fort Union was established to guard American Fauntleroy leads Fort Union construct a "model” star- Indians in Texas.
: : 5 soldiers in a campaign against  shaped fieldwork a mile east Construction on
interests in the Southwest. .POSItIOHCd where the Utes and Jicarilla Apaches. of the first fort, which be- the second fort begins. ['he 9th
the Santa Fe Trail’s two main branches met, comes an arsenal. The second US Cavalry (Buffalo Soldiers),
Fort Union protected the trail and its travelers, . Jicarilla Apaches fort has 28 cannon platforms Col. John R. an original African American
supplied the US Army, and aided in subduing and Moache Utes sign peace  and a central magazine. Bfl}']()r malrches into the unit nrgqmzcd aﬁtcrthg(.n-ll
New Mexico Territory. On War, arrives at Fort Union to

American Indians who fought the Anglos for

August 1 he claims all land engage in the Indian Wars.
invading their homeland. From 1851-91 three ) d0)i4¥| south of the 3ath parallel for i
successive forts were built—each bigger, better, . : the Confederacy. The Fort Union
and stronger than the one before. Ultimately, i#21 American traders follow FIRS.T FORT (:851-61) Bty THIRD. l?'ORT (1863-91) Noveqibér ‘ arsenal closes.
] indigenous routes to blaze The first fort establishes Sibley’s troops  As the Civil War rages on, the Construction begins on
Fort Union was the largest fort the Santa Fe Trail. a US military presence in defeat Union soldiers under US hires civilians and uses its  the third and final fort. Fort Union pro-
west of the Mississippi River. the Southwest and protects the command of Col. Edward prisoners to construct a more vides supplies to Brig. Gen.
With the start of the American interests like newly R.S. Canby at the battle of substantial and permanent Fort Union engineers George Crook as he hunts
= Mexican-American War, US acquired iand, settiers, and Valverde. Confederates take Fort Union. The third fort work on the Navajo and the Apache leader Geronimo.
':_. Brig. Gen. Stephen W. Kearny  a lucrative trade route. Over | Albuquerque. better supports US troops Mescalero Apache reserva-
' governs the New Mexico the next decade soldiers in the Southwest, secures tion at Bosque Redondo. Fort Union
Territory out of Santa Fe. patrol the region to control Confederates supplies, and improves is ordered to close. Troops,
Indian activity and supply take Santa Fe. Fort Union’s military housing. Fort Union Some Navajo prisoners  prisoners, and stores move
Jicarilla Apaches goods throughout the region. treaties with the US, but Maj. Henry H. officers are ordered not to let  now includes a military post,  pass through Fort Union to Fort Wingate. The hospital
and Utes threaten safe pas- attacks continue. Sibley, who served in New “cowardly” American citizens quartermaster’s depot, and during the Long Walk to closes April 20.
sage along the Santa Fe Trail. Lt. George Mexico before the war, flee past the fort. arsenal, each with its own their internment camp at
Sykes and 58 Fort Union The Civil resigns his US commission commander. But over the Bosque Redondo. The last sol-
Col. Edwin cavalrymen pursue Jicarilla War begins. Fort Union’s to fight for the Confederacy. Union forces next 30 years, the Indian wars diers leave Fort Union.
Vose Sumner, military gover- ~ Apaches in northern New dilapidated first fort would defeat Confederate troops will die down, the Santa Fe The first
nor of the New Mexico Ter-  Mexico Territory. be “wholly unfit” against Sibley organizes  at the battle of Glorieta Pass ~ Trail will fade into the brush,  African American soldiers Fort Union
ritory, orders the construc- Confederate assault. a Confederate brigade to near Santa Fe, ending the and the once vital Fort stationed at Fort Union—the  National Monument is estab-
tion of the first fort. Jicarilla conquer the New Mexico Confederate invasion of Union—deemed no longer 57th US Colored Infantry— lished to protect and preserve
Apaches unite with Ute Territory. Some New Mexico New Mexico. necessary—will close. arrive at the fort. this site for public access.
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MILITARY POST

Fort Union provides a frontier force.
Soldiers patrol the Santa Fe Trail to

. -3 ; protect travellers from Indian attack, . 4 .I“"' . (- - h.‘l/J::
1w €5COrt wagon trains, and accompany L %. - -F £ ‘:r" g
¥- ’ stagecoaches carrying US mail. Daily r— L ,
) duties include drills, guard mounts, ik *é
target practice, inspections, and **" -

other tasks to operate the post. QUARTERMASTER DEPOT

As the American Southwest’s central
supply hub, Fort Union’s depot sees
30-100 wagon trains of up to 200
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wagons each pass through daily. e I e e 7 ! X i
Soldiers and civilian workers, & = S B X . Officers’ wives organize social events
«+% _ including Hispanic laborers, receive : e g R FP like dances, teas, and balls. Residents
and ship thousands of tons of [ - AP j‘f 5’ * play cards, horseshoes, field sports,
~ supplies to 46 regional posts. g - billiards, and bowling to break up the

: | 4 ,/ "- - :- e ﬁ
S/ SeE , ’% o4 ,ﬁq‘ « ¢+ monotony of frontier life. Kids play
, ] 3. 5 4 &gg\, : g with dolls and marbles, ride horses,
. - \h : ~_and go to school when teachers are
: r - available. Before the Civil War,
" enslaved people travel here with
officers’ families or work as servants;

after the war, some work as soldiers
or civilian employees.
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“l Will Never Forget Fort Union

— JICARILLA

Alexander Forsyth, 1954, one of the
last soldiers posted at Fort Union F\Fpgﬁ%
With 30,000 Indians in or Indian raids intensified in the 1850s. Nearly 1,300 US soldiers in eleven UNION 2
1, A =
near tl Istri ] . . o g S >
I E RO (rwprTe outposts across the New Mexico Territory needed a military stronghold in st B
population very hostile to them A o :
and continually giving rise to the Southwest, an efficient supply depot for the Army, and a communication
quarrels, it is obvious that a link to the states. The land Sumner chose near the Santa Fe Trail provided
permanent military force is the water, fertile soil, and timber necessary for a US military facility. % w
necessary in the Territory. : 3 . A ¢ 74 :‘
; , Wind, drought, smallpox, and isolation made life hard for Fort Union’s Ny
A ( 2
George W. Getty, Commander, residents, but despite the harsh conditions Fort Union persevered. i o )
District of New Mexico \ \z
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passed through Fort Union
along the Santa Fe Trail.
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d restrooms. Lodging and weather can occur anytime.fl‘ed-
services are available in Las Vegas. al law protects all natural and 'O “Fort Union is one of ove
. ' ultural features in the park. Do - 400 parks in the National
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CCESS!BII.' e strive to make - not collect or disturb objects or Park System. Learn more
‘ \ o g facilities, services, and pro- ~ climb on structures. * For firearms ' .
» el . ' . grams accessible to all. For informa-  regulations check the park website. - {

tion go to the visitor center, aska
anger, call, or check our website.

- By 1879 the Atchison, Topeka, and San- _ badges of mourning, fire 17-gun salutes
ta Fe Railway transported suppliesand  every half-hour, and perform no other
troops, so the Santa Fe Trail and Fort duties that day; still, Fort Union’s
Union became unnecessary. In 1891 the soldiers left on schedule. Over time,
fort closed the same day as Union Gen.  the US Army partially demolished the % ] . : . ‘ \ VS soldietHirathe Caninonts
William T. Sherman’s funeral. All fort, and much of the adobe structures [ 18y | % i ‘ NN . : e % honor a deceased general.

In this park living history program,
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military posts were ordered to wear melted back into the earth.
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